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Membertou. Father Biard answered that that would
not do; for, in order to bless the said place, they
would have to disinter the Pagans who were buried
there, which would cause them to be abominated by
all the Savages, and would savor too much of impiety.
These reasons did not avail, because the sick man,
believing that sieur de Biencourt was on his side,
persisted in his determination. In order to make
them understand that this affair was of greater im-
portance than they thought, Father Biard informed
them that the interment would take place [162] with-
out him, and he wanted them to understand it from
that time on, protesting that he would have nothing
to do with any such counsels and decisions, and
thereupon he departed. However, so the sick man
would not think that what was mere duty and charity
was anger, he returned less than an hour afterwards,
and began again to wait upon him as before. God
looked kindly upon his good intention, for the next
morning the Savage, of his own free will, changed
his mind, and said that he wanted to be buried in the
common burying ground of the Christians, to prove
his faith to all, and to be able to participate in the
prayers which he had there seen offered. He died a
very good Christian, and his death greatly saddened
the Jesuits, for they loved him, and were loved by
him in return. He often said to them; ‘‘Learn our
language quickly, for when you have learned it, you
[163] will teach me; and when I am taught I will
become a preacher like you, and we will convert the
whole country.”” The Savages have no recollection
of ever having had a greater or more powerful Saga-
more. He was bearded like a Frenchman ; and
would to God that all the French were as circum-



